Dear Councillor [Surname],
I am writing to you as a local resident to raise my urgent concerns regarding the NHS’s controversial £330m contract with the US-based tech firm, Palantir, to create the Federated Data Platform (FDP).
Palantir's involvement in the NHS risks a significant amount of damage to our health service, and makes us increasingly vulnerable to public services becoming reliant on US-based tech firms. Entrusting our public services to a US-based firm with ethical values that fundamentally clash with those of our NHS raises many concerns. Numerous organisations including The British Medical Association (BMA), legal bodies, patient groups, health charities and human rights organisations have raised repeated concerns about the FDP’s data governance and privacy, the threat to patient trust in the health system, as well as ethical objections about the supplier and procurement process. Concerns were summarised in a briefing published by Medact.
There is mounting cross-party and parliamentary consensus that this contract must be reconsidered:
· Parliamentary Pushback: The cross-party Science, Innovation and Technology Committee has formally recommended that the UK Government exercise the break clause in Palantir's contract (due for decision in late 2026, for a February 2027 exit). They cited the risks of over-reliance on US providers and advocated for a UK-based or in-house alternative.
· Scrutiny of Claims: On 16th June 2026, the Health and Social Care Select Committee scrutinised the contract over issues of public confidence, conflicts of interest, and procurement. Following this, NHS England was forced to admit that the proclaimed benefits of the FDP cannot actually be attributed to its introduction, pending an independent assessment. This raises questions about honesty and transparency in regards to how data about the FDP is currently being presented. The Committee has subsequently proceeded to also recommend that the break clause in the contract be exercised.
· Precedent for Local Action: On 24th June 2026, Sheffield City Council passed a resolution calling on the UK Government to exercise the break clause. They also called for all local NHS institutions to freeze any further integration with Palantir’s FDP. Whilst this motion was submitted by the Green Party, it received unanimous support from the Labour and Liberal Democrats parties.
My Request to You
I urge you and your councillor colleagues to act and submit a motion for the next full council meeting, opposing the adoption of Palantir products by our local NHS institutions and calling upon the break clause to be exercised.
While NHS England currently maintains that Palantir is "here to stay”, our local authority has the power to deliver a powerful counter-message. We must signal to our local NHS institutions and the national government that our health service should not be doing business with Palantir, or other similar companies that demonstrate concerning ethical principles.
As a member of the public and patient of the NHS, I am deeply concerned about how my personal health data will be handled by Palantir. I ask that you take a stand to protect your constituents' privacy and help prevent our health data infrastructure from becoming reliant on unaccountable private tech firms.
Thank you for your time and your service to our community. I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this urgent matter.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name] [Your Address/Postcode] [Your Contact Information]

