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Dear {MP NAME}, 

My name is {YOUR NAME} and I live in your constituency [FIND OUT WHAT YOUR CONSTITUENCY IS HERE].

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to you as a concerned health worker, and someone who witnesses firsthand the critical link between housing conditions and public health. I would like to urge you to support and advocate for stronger renters' rights legislation this Wednesday at the second reading of the Renters’ Rights Bill.
The Renters’ Rights Bill will bring long awaited changes to the 12 million private renters in England. However, the bill needs to go further to ensure evictions don’t take place through the back-door and new measures are introduced to ensure no one in 21st century England is forced to live in cold, damp, and mouldy homes. 
Housing security, affordability and quality are key determinants of physical and mental health, especially for low-income families and essential workers like myself. The NHS is also overstretched and conditions related to poor housing is estimated to cost the NHS £1.4 billion in treatment costs every year, with wider societal costs estimated at £18.5bn per annum. 
{SHARE A STORY FROM YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE – IT CAN BE REALLY POWERFUL TO SAY “IN MY OWN WORKPLACE I’VE WITNESSED…” }

A stronger renters' rights bill is not only a matter of fairness and human dignity but also a public health necessity. As a frontline health worker, I believe the following measures should be included in any such legislation:

1. Delivering Warmer Homes: A safe, warm home that is efficient and cheap to heat is an essential foundation for a healthy life. This winter over 1 million rented households will be in fuel poverty. 1 in 4 private renters live in fuel poverty (24.1%), a higher rate than any other tenure in England.

A consultation on Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES) has been promised, but we urgently need a legal commitment to the vital changes that would reduce fuel poverty, keep our homes warm and tackle climate change. 

2. Affordability: The Bill in its current form fails to tackle private renters’ primary concern: the unaffordable and soaring cost of renting. Rent inflation (8.4% in the year to August 2024) continues to far outstrip both wage growth (5.1%) and inflation (2.2%).  Under these proposals, tenants are still vulnerable to rent-hike evictions, meaning that landlords can increase the rent with the purpose of forcing us out – effectively giving us a Section 21 by the back door. 

To give us the security we have been promised, the government must limit the amount that rent can be increased within a tenancy to the lowest of either wage growth or inflation. 

3. Security - The notice period for no-fault evictions has been changed from two months to four months, reducing the pressure on tenants to urgently find a new home. We will also be protected from no-fault evictions for the first year of our tenancy.

However, this should be increased to two years in order to improve security and stability in new tenancies. 

Substandard living conditions such as mould, insufficient heating, overcrowding, and unsafe environments often lead to chronic illnesses, respiratory conditions, and increased mental health challenges. Tenants who live in such conditions are often trapped due to a lack of affordable alternatives, fear of eviction, or unaffordable rent hikes. 
As someone who sees the detrimental effects of housing insecurity daily, I urge you to champion stronger protections for renters. A robust renters' rights bill would not only protect tenants from exploitation but also improve the overall health and well-being of our population. 
I would be grateful if you could update me on any current efforts or bills addressing this issue.
I would also be happy to meet with you and discuss this further. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,

{YOUR NAME}


