
The Grayston Centre
28 Charles Square

London N1 6HT

Elizabeth Truss MP
Secretary of State for International Trade
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

3 September 2019

Dear Secretary of State for International Trade,

As healthcare workers, we are writing to add our voice to the movement challenging the Defence and
Security Equipment International (DSEI) at the ExCeL Exhibition Centre in London this September - a
trade fair that fuels global conflict and insecurity. Despite years of opposition to this event, it continues
to take place.

In line with the recent judgement in the Court of Appeal regarding the sale of arms to Saudi Arabia -
we call on you to end all arms sales to governments and regimes, such as Saudi Arabia and Israel,
who are responsible for mass human rights abuses. You can begin firstly by not hosting future arms
fairs in the UK.

DSEI represents an industry that profits from war and the perpetuation of violence. Past fairs have
seen the exhibition of weapons and arms such as sniper rifles, tanks, warships and combat aircraft -
with participants from around the world, including representatives of governments and militaries
involved in human rights abuses and humanitarian crises.

As healthcare workers, we are concerned by the long-term physical and mental health outcomes of
populations subjected to war and conflict. In these situations, hospitals are either starved of life-saving
resources or are targets for attack themselves. Healthcare workers are often the first to respond to the
devastation caused by these same weapons that will be displayed in London in September. The war
in Yemen has led to the deaths of around 100,000 people,[1] an epidemic of cholera,[2] and mass
famine.[3] Weapons and technology also sold to Israel have been used in the 2009/10 and 2014
attacks on Gaza[4] - killing in total around 3,500 Palestinians,[5] and we see ongoing human rights
abuses in countries like Egypt and Turkey.

We see our colleagues in hospitals in Yemen working in unsafe conditions, often attacked by
Saudi-led coalition strikes - with reports that over 70 health facilities have faced violence since 2015.[6]

Some of the weapons and technology used in these attacks will be displayed during DSEI.

Companies who ‘exhibit’ their products during the fair include BAE Systems, Thales and General
Dynamics. These companies, and many others, have sold weapons and their parts to repressive
regimes in countries such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kazakhstan, Egypt and Turkey - with destructive
and inhumane consequences across the world.[7] The UK government has licenced arms sales worth



upwards of £4.7 billion to Saudi Arabia since 2015 - some of these sales have now been deemed
unlawful by the UK Court of Appeal.

And whilst the DIT continues to licence the sale of arms, UK aid donations through the Department for
International Development (DfID) and DEC Appeals are sent to countries such as Yemen to attempt to
repair the damage caused by armed conflict.

It is time to end this cycle and for the DIT to stop fuelling wars through granting licences for the sale of
arms to violent and repressive regimes, and through arms fairs such as DSEI.

Yours sincerely,

Suzanne Elliott, Clinical Psychologist
Dr. Rose Soame, F1 Doctor
Professor James Friend
Dr. Stewart Britten, Medical Advisor, Afghanistan, Healthprom
Professor Imti Choonara, Emeritus Professor in Child Health
Dr. Kiran Kalkat, Junior Doctor
Dr. Des Cohen, Former Director HIV/AIDS Program UNDP
Dr. Rebecca Smith, GP
Dr. Amit Mukherjee, SpR
Dr. Davina Darmanin
Dr. Don Gillett
Dr. Lesley Morrison, Retired GP and Tutor
Mrs. Sheena Holden, District Nursing Sister (Retired)
Dr. Richard Horton, Editor, The Lancet
Dr. Ruth Telfer, Clinical Psychologist
Dr. Paul Nickson, Retired GP
Dr. Timothy Rittman, Neurology Consultant
Ms. Kate Shethwood, Public Health Registrar
Jo Markham, Nurse
Dr. David Kirby, General Medical Practitioner (Retired)
Professor Shirley Hodgson
Dr. Abdelwahab Babiker, Consultant Physician
Ms. Andrea Hill, Midwife
Dr. Elizabeth Archer, Retired GP
Professor Sir Andrew Haines, Professor of Environmental Change and Public Health
Professor Amy Hagopian, Professor, University of Washington School of Public Health
Dr. Stella Johnson, Doctor
Dr. Penny Milsom, PhD Candidate, LSHTM
Dr. Judith King
Dr. Barney Rosedale
Dr. Mandeep Sandhu, GP
Dr. Peter Waterson, Retired GP
Dr. Richard Dyer, Retired GP
Dr. Clare Andrews, GP
Dr. Heather Fletcher, Retired Consultant Paediatrician
Dr. John Furness
Mr. Chris Graham
Dr. Roghieh Dehghan, GP



Ms. Chiara Razzi Di Nunzio, Staff Nurse
Mrs. Stephanie Wynne, Senior Sister
Dr. Issabella Beale, General Practitioner
Dr. Anne Nida, GP
Ms. Helen Mary Fry, Counsellor/ Children's Therapist
Ms. Leonie Kuehn, Medical Student
Dr. Daniel Campion
Dr. Sancos Boland
Dr. Mick Venables, Consultant Psychiatrist Retired
Ms. Ann Hodgson, CEO No Limits
Mr. Matthew Wickert, Radiographer
Dr. Helen Zealley
Dr. Timothy Malone, Clinical Research Fellow
Dr. João Martins, Junior Doctor
Dr. Naomi Richardson, Foundation Year 1 Doctor
Mrs. Lucy Denvir, Consultant in Public Health
Mrs. Wanda Howell, Counselling Psychologist in Training
Mr. Rob Corbin, Staff Nurse RMN
Ms. Neelam Iqbal, Public Health Researcher
Dr. Preeti Patel, Co-Director, Conflict and Health Research Group, King's College London
Steve Flatt
Dr. Alice Beardmore-Gray, Specialist Registrar
Mr. Lawrie Ireland, Nurse (Retired)
Dr. Vanessa Griffin, Clinical Psychologist
Dr. Nesrain Mashrai, Doctor
Dr. James Watson, Doctor
Dr. Naomi Adelson, GP ST3
Mrs. Joanne Davis, Oncology Nurse
Dr. Alan Maryon-Davis, Hon. Professor of Public Health
Ms. Shirley Dodd, Clinical Hypnotherapist
Dr. Marian Messih, GP
Dr. Madhumita Shrotri, Doctor
Dr. Katrin Jones, Hospital Doctor
Mrs. Frances Long, Retired Nurse
John Roche, Retired Nurse
Dr. Anna Causer Nakamura, Foundation Year 1 Doctor
Dr. Jack Czauderna, GP Retired
Dr. Martin Schweiger, Consultant in Public Health (Retired)
Ms. Gemma Whyatt, Student Doctor
J. M. van de Reep
Dr. Sheila Adam, Retired Director of Public Health
Dr. Iona Morrison, GP Trainee
Dr. Jessica Potter, Respiratory Registrar
Dr. Chiara Moresco, Pedagogist
Dr. Anne Watson, Retired GP
Dr. Judith McDonald, Retired GP
Mrs. Claire Slater, Psychotherapist/ Counsellor
Dr. Guinevere Tufnell, Psychiatrist (Retired)
Professor Ann Lloyd Keen, Nurse
Helen Green, Midwife
Mr. Martin MacLennan, Student Operating Department Practitioner



Professor Priscilla Alderson
Dr. Sepeedeh Saleh, Public Health Registrar
Dr. Guy Johnson
Dr. Elizabeth Hubbard, GP
Dr. Heather Kiernan, Retired
Dr. Hilary Jones, Psychotherapist
Mr. Michael Ashman, Researcher/Lecturer
Ms. Philippa Choonara, Retired Sen Worker
Dr. David Adshead
Ms. Megan Middleton, Support Worker
Dr. Francesca Burns, GP ST1
Dr. Sarah Walpole, Medical Registrar (ST3) Infectious Diseases
Mrs. Vilhelmiina Cuthbertson, Student Nurse
Dr. Joyce Leeson, Retired Director of Public Health
Dr. Elisabeth Murray, Retired Consultant Oncologist
Dr. Diana Warner, GP
Ms. Gay Lee, Palliative Care Nurse
Dr. Ameen Kamlana, GP
Dr. Peter Poore
Dr. Tomasz Swierzewksi, Speciality Doctor in Community Paediatrics
Dr. Frank Boulton, Consultant Haematologist (Retired)
Mr. Mick Bowman
Dr. Hannah Orrell, Doctor
Mr. James Owen, Consultant in Public Health (Retired)
Ms. Sara Morrell, Nurse
Professor Andy Miller, Retired Academic
Dr. Tejshri Shah, Consultant
Dr. Paul Hobday, GP ST3
Dr. John Puntis
Mr. Chris Blacktop, Clinical Nurse Specialist
Dr. Mohammed Jawad, Public Health Doctor
Eugene Egan, Peer Support Worker
Dr. Guddi Singh
Dr. Jonathan Cunliffe, Junior Doctor
Dr. Lynn Barnett, Retired
Sara Hagerman, Psychotherapist
Professor Jim Orford, Emeritus Professor of Clinical and Community Psychology
Dr. Tom Gardiner, Doctor
Mrs. Sarah Al-Furasi, Public and Environmental Health Specialist
Dr. Delan Devakumar, Associate Professor in Child and Adolescent Health, UCL
Mrs. Emily van de Venter, Public Health Consultant
Dr. Helena Bond, Consultant Infectious Diseases and General Medicine
Dr. Hilary Lavender, Retired General Medical Practitioner
Dr. Adrian Sie, Consultant in Paediatrics
Ilan Cerna-Turoff
Professor Phil Heywood, Emeritus Professor of Primary Care
Mr. Martin Morris, Trauma and Orthopaedic Advanced Nurse Practitioner
Dr. Jill Rapoport, Retired GP
Dr. Tony Waterston, Retired Consultant Paedatrician
Dr. Damian Kenny, GP Retired and GP Tutor
Dr. Michael Orgel, Retired NHS Doctor



Dr. Sarah Briggs
Mrs. Mary Jo Chesnel, Midwife
Dr. Zahra Hussain, Core Surgical Trainee
Ms. J Chu, RN
Dr. Charmian Goldwyn, Independent Medical Practitioner
Dr. Peter Crook
Dr. Dorothy Logie, Retired GP
Mr. Jonathan Wellgate, Support Worker
Dr. Neil Calderwood, Junior Doctor
Ms. Nicola Stubbs, Therapist
Professor Paola Manduca
Dr. Lisa Murphy
Dr. Robert MacGibbon, Retired GP FRCGP
Mr. Peter Watson, Retired Mental Health Nurse
Ms. Elizabeth Murphy, Nurse and Midwife
Dr. Miriam Beeks, GP
Dr. Dianne Lefevre, Retired NHS Consultant Now in Private Practice
Mr. Ian Grant, Retired GP
Dr. Georgina Race, Doctor
Dr. Bimal Khadka, SHO
Ms. Clara Chong, Registrar in Paediatric Surgery
Dr. Alick Munro, Medico-Legal Reporter
Dr. Katharina Amanda Adler, General Practitioner/Paediatrician
Luigi Previati
Dr. Rebecca Redwood, GP
Dr. Catherine Kirby, GP
Mr. Rich Watson
Ms. Lara Snowdon, Health & Wellbeing Manager
Dr. Paul Sackin, Retired GP
Ms. Harpreet Kaur, Medical Student
Mr. Dualta Griffin, Chartered Physiotherapist
Dr. Mia Thomas, Doctor
Dr. Tom Templeton, GP
Dr. Philip Thomas, Consultant Psychiatrist, Professor of Philosophy & Diversity (Retired)
Mrs. Mag Worden, Biomedical Scientist
Dr. Hannah Rickman, Registrar
Dr. Sonya Baksi, Chair of Patients Participation Group, Retired Consultant
Dr. Judith Cook, Retired GP
Professor Samer Jabbour, Professor
Dr. Anna Jones, Public Health Consultant
Dr. Andrew Manasse
Dr. Harun Khan, Academic Foundation Doctor
Dr. Jill Austin, Consultant Anaesthetist
Dr. Filippo Bianchetti, Family Doctor (Retired)
Dr. Sue Wellstood-Eason, Retired Consultant Psychiatrist
Mr. Peter Archard
Dr. Charles Holme, Retired Consultant
Mrs. Nadia Ellis, Physiotherapist - Retired
Dr. Ben Eder, Foundation Year 2 Doctor
Ms. Fiona Philips, Carer
Dr. Naomi Lloyd, Retired Medical Practitioner



Dr. Robert George, Consultant Anaesthetist
Ms. Erin Dexter, Foundation Year 1 Doctor
Dr. Victoria Gunn, GP
Dr. Alison Newton
Dr. Trevor Hyde, Retired GP
Dr. Stephen Halpin, Registrar in Rehabilitation Medicine
Dr. May van Schalkwyk, Public Health Registrar
Dr. Sue Thomas, GP (Retired)
Dr. Val Kyle
Dr. Shama Khan, Emergency Physician
Ms. Rosemary-Kate Hughes, Senior Occupational Therapist, Retired
Mrs. Georgina Parisi, Registered Nurse
Dr. Jim Paris, Retired Public Health Consultant
Dr. Angela Harley, GP
Mr. George Berry, Consultant
Dr. Martin Kemp, Psychoanalyst
Dr. Teona Serafimova
Ms. Sheila Altes, Practice Nurse
Dr. Aarash Saleh, Respiratory Registrar
Dr. Olivia Price, Foundation Doctor
Dr. Adam Clarke
Ms. Ann Jordan, Mental Health Research
Dr. Elizabeth Waterston
Professor John S Yudkin, Emeritus Professor of Medicine, University College Hospital
Dr. Laura-Jane Smith, Consultant Respiratory Physician
Dr. Taysir Bukhari, Doctor
Dr. Ian Aitken
Dr. Judith Burchardt, GP
Dr. Natasha Posner, Retired Health Worker
Mr. Robert Mouat
Ms. Madeleine Gabony, Medical Student
Dr. Matthew Lumley, Consultant Haematologist
Ms. Danuta O'Neill, Retired Nurse/Midwife
Dr. Hina Shahid, GP and Chairperson Muslim Doctors Association
Dr. Ruth Arnold, GP
Dr. Margaret Jackson, GP
Dr. Jeremy Wight, Public Health Physician
Dr. Frank Arnold, Clinical Director, Forrest MLS (A CIC)
Dr. Richard Banks
Dr. Mike Tomson, GP, Medical Educationalist and NGO Worker
Dr. Runa Mackay, Doctor, MD FRCP
Dr. Parisa Mansoori, Mental Health Research Project Manager
Dr. Christoffer van Tulleken, Doctor of Infection
Dr. Felicity de Zulueta, Emeritus Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychotherapy
Dr. Charles Merrill, Emergency Medicine Consultant (Retired)
Dr. Maureen Sturrock, Retired Psychiatrist
Susan Hannah
Dr. Jillian Creasy, Medico Legal Report Writer for Freedom From Torture
Dr. James Smith, Doctor
Mrs. Jemma Clancy, Clinical Nurse Specialist
Dr. Daniel Bryant, Medical Registrar



Dr. Oliver Yerby, Foundation Doctor
Ms. Kate Bowgett
Dr. Rebecca Inglis, ICU SpR
Ms. Francesca Monticelli, Student - Public Health
Dr. Connie Pullan, Retired Paediatrician
Ruth White
Dr. Joanne Bell, Anaesthetic Registrar
Dr. B McDonald, Specialty Registrar in Public Health
Dr. Charles Heatley, GP
Ms. Tess Woolfenden, Policy and Campaigns Officer
Dr. Jane Cole, Retired MRC Research Scientist
Dr. Chloe Saunders, Psychiatry Registrar
Dr. Rob Verrecchia, Public Health Doctor
Dr. Khanya Price-Evans, Chartered Psychologist
Saffron Gallup, Speech & Language Therapist
Dr. Kitty Worthing, Junior Doctor
Dr. Pam Wortley, Retired GP
Dr. Jill van der Knaap, Retired Psychiatrist
Dr. Florence Wedmore, Junior Doctor
Dr. Aqilah Vilcassim, GP Trainee
Dr. Laura Barton, CT3 Emergency Medicine
Dr. Robert Twycross, Emeritus Clinical Reader in Palliative Medicine, Oxford University
Dr. Shazad Amin, Consultant Psychiatrist
Dr. Bryony Hopkinshaw, Paediatric Doctor
Dr. Christopher Stone, Doctor
Dr. Anna Lewis, Junior Doctor
Ms. Catherine Thomson, Physiotherapist
Dr. Johanna Kellett Wright, Doctor
Dr. Duncan Macintyre, Consultant Physician (Retired)
Dr. Kath Grintet, Retired Doctor
Dr. Angela Raffle, Consultant in Public Health
Dr. Paquita de Zulueta, Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer
Dr. Benedict Warner, CT2 Doctor
Mr. Daniel Flecknoe, Acting Consultant in Public Health
Professor Martin Pippard, Emeritus Professor of Haematology
Ms. Mavis Zutshi, Former Co-ordinator, Bristol Inner City Health Project
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https://www.theguardian.com/law/2019/jun/20/uk-arms-sales-to-saudi-arabia-for-use-in-yemen-declared-unlawfu
l
[2] https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6278080/
[3] https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1035501
[4] https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/27/british-arms-exports-israel-new-record
[5] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-28439404 and https://imeu.org/article/operation-cast-lead
[6] https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/16/world/middleeast/yemen-doctors-without-borders-hospital-bombing.html
[7] https://www.caat.org.uk/issues/arms-fairs/dsei/delegations
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