Towards clean air for all

To all London Mayoral candidates March 2021

An estimated 4,000 deaths in London were attributable to toxic air in 2019, and many
more Londoners suffer from the daily impacts of preventable illness such as lung and
heart disease.

But the health burden of dirty air is not equal. The most deprived Londoners are over six
times more likely to live in areas with higher pollution than the least deprived.

And levels of the toxic gas nitrogen dioxide (NO-) in areas where people of Black, Asian
or minority ethnic backgrounds are most likely to live are on average 24-31% higher
than areas where white people are most likely to live.

The Mayor of London controls the city’s Red Routes main road network, which was
planned decades ago for a city unrecognisable today. These are just 5% of roads but
carry up to a third of London'’s traffic on an average day.

The Red Routes create health inequities in London. For example, patients and visitors to
Royal London Hospital, on Whitechapel Road, are exposed to levels of NO, that are 82%
higher than the average hospital in London.

And on a day-to-day basis, many deprived and vulnerable Londoners live, work and go
to school near these busy roads, breathing higher and often illegal levels of air pollution
every day with devastating health impacts.

A bold vision and urgent action plan to rethink and repurpose the Red Routes, along
with a world class walking and cycling network and accessible and affordable zero-
emissions public transport, is critical for everyone's health and our future generations.
This will demand a fresh approach to freight in the capital and an honest discussion on
the need to reduce our dependence on cars.

We look forward to voting for a healthier London.
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100+ health professionals (names overleaf)
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Evidence base

1. 4,000 deaths in London attributable to toxic air in 2019: The London Health Burden of Current Air Pollution and
Future Health Benefits of Mayoral Air Quality Policies report produced by the Environmental Research Group at
Imperial College London.

2. The most deprived Londoners are over six times more likely to live in areas with higher pollution than the least
deprived: EDF Europe analysis using high resolution modelled NO2 annual averages produced for Breathe
London pilot project.

3. Levels of the toxic gas nitrogen dioxide (NO3) in areas where people of BAME backgrounds are most likely to live
are on average 24 — 31% higher than areas where white people are most likely to live: EDF Europe analysis using
high resolution modelled NO2 annual averages produced for Breathe London pilot project.

4. Patients and visitors to Royal London Hospital, on Whitechapel Road, are exposed to levels of NO; that are 82%
higher than the average hospital in London: EDF Europe analysis using high resolution modelled NO2 and PMs
2019 annual averages produced for the Breathe London pilot project.

For more information, please contact: Rob Abrams, Climate & Health Organiser, Medact, robabrams@medact.org


http://erg.ic.ac.uk/research/home/resources/ERG_ImperialCollegeLondon_HIA_AQ_LDN_11012021.pdf

